CSSC National Open Sea Angling Championships 

 Annual General Meeting held at the Expanse Hotel Bridlington 

On Saturday 15 November 2008

The meeting opened at 22:37 with about 25 members present.  Barry Davies explained that Steve Adkin’s wife was ill, and so Steve would not be able to attend or chair the meeting, so it was agreed that Barry would take the chair.

1. To agree the minutes of the AGM held at Deal on 17 November 2007.

The minutes had been circulated for members to read before the start of the meeting.  A proposal that the minutes were accepted as an accurate record made by Graham Barnes and seconded by Martin Bradshaw was carried unanimously.

2. Matters arising from the minutes.

There were none.

3. Treasurer’s Report and to agree the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2008.

The accounts were circulated before the start of the meeting.

There were no questions put to the treasurer.  A proposal that the accounts be accepted made by Peter Lawson and seconded by Brian Silk was unanimously carried.

4. Update on the 2009 event at Dundee / Arbroath.

Barry said that he had done some research into dates in the autumn and after discounting dates in September, late October and early November, which clashed with other CSSC events or school holidays he was left with 2 dates: -

Saturday 3 October – High Tide 15:30 5.3 metres – Sunset approx. 18:40

Saturday 17 October – High Tide 15:15 5.6 metres – Sunset approx 18:00.

Phillip Boyle said that 17 October would be during the Scotland half-term break so this would make hotel booking difficult / expensive.  It was therefore decided to go ahead with Saturday 3 October subject to finding suitable accommodation.  Barry said that he had looked on the Internet and there seemed to be plenty of hotels in Dundee but none of the hotels in Arbroath were big enough.  Barry said that he would send out some e-mails to enquire about prices / availability.

5. To agree a venue for 2010.

Three proposals were put forward: -

· Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset on the Bristol Channel.  Some members had attended another event there and said that the venue is good and suitable accommodation is available.

· Pwllheli, North Wales.  The event was held at this venue in 2002 but the main venue was not used because of bad weather.  The hotel used in nearby Criccieth was not big enough to take all the competitors.

· Chesil Beach, Dorset.  Weymouth is the 2012 Olympic sailing venue and teams have already commenced practising.  The prices for the Portland Heights Hotel are already high and therefore suitable affordable accommodation would be a problem.

After some discussion a vote by show of hands was taken with Iain Colquhoun acting as teller.  Burnham-on-Sea was selected with 9 votes and Pwllheli and Chesil receiving 6 votes and 5 votes respectively.

6. Election of Officers.

· Chairman - Barry said that it was not known whether Steve Adkin was willing to stand as chairman for another year, but felt that the post should not be left vacant. Steve Ball was nominated by Alan Walsh and seconded by Martin Bradshaw.  Steve said that he was prepared to stand so with no other nominations being forthcoming Steve Ball was elected unopposed.  Barry offered to vacate the chair for Steve to take over.  Steve said that Barry might as well continue for the remainder of the meeting.

· Organiser - Barry Davies nominated by Martin Bradshaw and seconded by Terry Farrington.  After agreeing to stand Barry was elected unopposed.

· Treasurer - Iain Colquhoun was nominated by Ashley Robertson and seconded by Dave Grieve.  After agreeing to stand Iain was elected unopposed.

7. Any Other Business.

Barry said that the entry fee for the event had been fixed at £5 for as long as he could remember and then a raffle had been run on both Friday and Saturday evenings to raise funds towards the fishing prizes.  Barry said that it would save work for the treasurer if the entry fee was raised to £10 thus obviating the need for the raffles and this would then probably also give scope to extend the prize list.  After some debate Barry’s proposal was seconded by Martin Bradshaw and carried unanimously.

Phillip Boyle proposed that to encourage new entrants an award could be given for the best performance by a newcomer. In discussion it was suggested that the award could go to an angler who did not win any other prizes and that the officers would decide the recipient of the award.  Martin Bradshaw seconded the proposal and it was carried unanimously.  

Thanks to North Bay Angling who provided the discounted prizes and to Phil Boyle for donating the 12-year-old bottle of whisky for the raffle. (£116 will be donated to Children in Need)

As there was no other business the meeting closed at 23:03.

Barry Davies.

